
 
 

Medicine: 
Technology vs. Teleology 

 

 
Technology knows 

how; 
teleology asks: 

Why? 
 

Technology shows what 
can be done; 

teleology seeks what 
should be done. 

 
Technology likes 

laboratories; 
teleology regards 

persons. 
 

Technology needs 
to experiment; 

teleology cautions: 
not with people! 

 
Technology's focus is 

knowledge; 
teleology's concern is 

health. 
 

Technology applies  
procedures; 

teleology supplies 
values. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Technology calls upon 
chemistry and biology. 

teleology invokes 
ethics and morality. 

 
Teleology is not opposed 

to technology; 
it just wants  
to guide it. 

 
Technology and science are 
the motor and accelerator; 

ethics and  morality are 
the brakes and steering wheel; 

teleology holds the key 
to the ignition. 

 
Technology, therefore, 

is allied with 
science; 

without teleology 
it degenerates into 

scientism. 
 

©   Msgr. Walter Niebrzydowski 
March 18, 1994 

Fr-Walter@nyc.rr.com 
www.fatherwaltersparish.org 

 
 

mailto:Fr-Walter@nyc.rr.com�

